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Introductlon

. OpenGI S WorIdW|deWeb Consortium and other
institutions like International Standard Organisation (for

metadatas) released important normative specifications
for GIS, like GML, WMS, SVG, JPEGZ2000, ...

* A new generation of GIS applications have appeared for
advanced web-gis, cellphones, or pda.

* More and more institutions wish to promote theirs
services by publishing their geographical data.
Furthemore, french laws and european rules invite them
to do so.
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MassweGIS

. A new challenge for GIS Is massive GIS: | mean
large client-server web applications, for a wide
community of georeferenced information
producers and users.

* With satellite positioning related to GIS, almost
everybody could produce georeferenced data.
The accuracy Is about ten meters with a basic
GPS.

e Communities of users dream of a wide panel of
new kinds of GIS applications and wait for
software, while free software producers often
wait for geodata.
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MassweGIS

. Flrst experlences a55|mllated these facts to
create cooperative Web-GIS, with public
updating by web interfaces.

* Like for free software, we need a specific licence
to trust massive-GIS projects enough to get
people to contribute.
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Geographical information

* |n any database, on average, 80% of information Is
geogr aphical.

* The observation of the Earth in itself is not subjected to
copyright: only the legidations on military secrecy, the
respect of privacy, the statistical confidentiality, and the
royalty may limit the right to publisn geographical
Information: it Is supposed that there isabasic right to
the knowledge of the Earth, akind of « right to do

geography ». ;-)
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Geographical data

* GISplace cartography between art and computing: maps
are very generally subjected to copyright(s).

* |egal specificities of geographical information concern at
the same time arts, sciences, and people's rights.

* Geographical data have a double legal status. in France:

* |n databases as in cartography, they must respect
legidlation resulting from the French law known as
« Informatique et libertés » (data-processing and
freedom), such as statistical confidentiality, but also
intellectual property rights, like any work of creation.
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Theneed for a specific license

. Thus although Ilcenses like GPL, LGPL, free art, or other
free licenses can be used for software and other works of
creation, it seems useful to make alicense available to the
community of users and producers of geographical
Information adapted to their needs, with the spirit which
has proved succesful for free software.

* Many free licenses exist, for many purposes. Why not use
one for geographical data ?

* A specific licence has two advantages:
« Metadata are included as part of the license.

+ Respongibilities are legally limited by the license
terms.
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M etadata

. The Publlc Geodata Llcense must be included in metadata
as much as the metadata standard used permit that, or
must be bundled with geodata otherwise.

* Metadata are very important to guarantee legal safety to
a producer, particularly according to French laws.

* Metadata should at least include information about data
creation, authors, license(s), geographical and semantical
accuracy, ...

* | recommand the use of the new | SO metadata standard
(1S0O 19115:2003).
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Freedom
Free geographl caI data must give 4 liberties:

* Theliberty to use datafor all purposes (0)

* Theliberty to study data and adapt them to your needs
(1)-
* Theliberty to distribute copies (2).

* Theliberty to enhance data and publish the
enhancements (3)

Free access to data, attributes,
and metadata Is required.
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Public Geodata licence (french release)

. In France (and elsewhere but subject to other legal
analyses), It seems possible to propose alicence likely to:

* Guarantee the rights of the users and legal safety to the
authors.

* Facilitate the creation and the publication of geographical
data as « composite works » with multiple contributors.

* The DGL licenseisthe French version of the Public
Geodata Licence concept (PGL). It iIsmade from afree
adaptation of the GPL license.

* The DGL license isthe French version of the Public
Geodata Licence concept (PGL). It Ismade from afree
~ adaptation of the GPL license.
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-”ﬂ;e.DESL- Iic;ens-e is_the_French version of the Public
Geodata Licence concept (PGL). It iIsmade from afree
adaptation of the GPL license.

* A French « betaversion » 0.1 Is open to improvements at

http://sig.cwriter.org
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PGL WorIdW|de

. Free geographlcal data Isaworldwide need. Asisfree
license for such data. So the Public Geodata License
Initiative should be developed worldwide, in many

languages and for many different local

* |[t'sanew challenge which needs contri
geomaticians and lawyers worldwide.
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L ong term pur poses

* Thelong term purposes are:
To attract more contributors.

To release a 1.0 French version release
as soon as possible.

To internationalize the PGL project.

To develop communication around PGL.
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Economlc model

. L| ke for free softvvare free geographical data are not
always available for free: enterprises could use the PGL

license as a commercial asset.

* We assume that new kinds of enterprises will appear:
Free Geographical Data producers, distributors, and
Integrators, as was done for free software.

* | ike some make money with free software distribution,
service companies could make money with free
geographical data distribution and integration.
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PGL challenge

*Very few geographical data are really free. Even
In the most advanced experiences, licenses
generally prohibit free web uses and
downloads.

* Free licenses have created the required spirit
for massive free software development.

The PGL challenge is
todo the same for geodata.

PUBLIC GEODATA LICENSE

MapServer meeting - Ottawa 2004

S T i - N - - ™ ----16



French PGL Llcense

. Asthe PGL |n|t|aI|ve|S|ssuedfrom asmall kernel of
French geomaticians, and as it is transposed from an

adaptation

of the General Public License to geographical

data, | do not wish to trandlate it back into English

language.

* Other localized versions, including the English one, will
need not only trandations but also legal analysisto really

transpose t

* Togetthe
language),

ne PGL concept to other national contexts.

ast version of the PGL license (French
connect to

http://sig.cwriter.org/index.php/PGL

e Current versonis0.1
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PUb|IC Geodata License

Questions ?
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